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. DreaamgT of TEE ADE
US Army Technical Escozrt Canter, Edgewood Arsenal
B Aberdeen Proving Ground, Hltyland 21010

- -
-

S 26 May 1976

» $19-763 Rngm e to the West Chester
“Ingtdent 5T o

ST 1. Byrpose of . At 1638 hours, & May 1976, LIC Ryder, Dirxector
©nt o of Milltary Support, DCSOPS, DA, tasked the USA Technical Escort Center
H 7 (USATEC) .to provide a Cheaical/Explosive Ordnance Disposal Assesement
- . Teak to EPA (West Chester, Ohioc) for the purpose of assessing the seope
P .0f the prodblem and assist in plamning setions to alleviate the prodlem.

" 2. 2Preliminary information. Yollowing aa industrial chemical fire in
the Cinciznati ares, Ohio EPA officials iearned the remainiag contents
of the tsnk car involved were to be disposed at the land £411 loeation
{nvolved in this imcident. Ohio EPA officials, upen learning of this
{ndustrisl chemical disposal site, went t0 {4t for the purpose of con-
ducting an inspection as it was not & approved facility. After a
brief inspection of the site and prior to obtaining eamples at the
chemical disposal lagoom, the Ohio EPA officials were asked by the
owner to leave the property. Upon the retura of Ohioc EPA officials
with a search warrant, they wera informed by the owner that there may
be buried oo the location nerve gas, muscard gas, cyanide gas, vhite
phosphorus and incendiary and explosive davices. Upon learning thise,
the Ohio EPA officials withdrew from the site until qualified assis-
tance could be obtsined. The request for assistance vas made to USEPA
to DA who tasked USATEC to provide assistance.

3. Itinerapy.

9 May 76 = 0900 hra, depaxt EWA, MD
1500 hrs, arrive West Chester, OH

12 May 76 = 1300 brs, dapart Wast Chestar, (0,4
174% hrs, arrive EWA, MD
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 SAKEA-TE e 264 May 1976
. SUBJECT: . Opératiopal Beport = Trdp #19-76; Response to Che West Chester,
“Ohto, Chemical Land Fill Iscident - e

J53A

pel. -
1, ¥, Glover, -285-86-4707, USATEC ..

Ta% 0. Heary, 316-38-3773, TED, NAAP
, mgh. 221.-2&,-6,0&3;*.175“&,.
Tea V. Jg¥ell, 332-36-1238, TED, KME
R4 Mahan, 263-84-3045, USATEC ... -
tan ] . "Rowalaki,” 050-38-9855, °USATRC -

L Mulhéri, 5445275598 ,:' USATEC

vnr '

S e

it " . . .
a. Mo, Buse Diffenbach, Region V EPA (Tederal)

b. Wr. Charles W. Porsthoff, Chief, Solid Waste Disposal Office,.
State of Ohio hvirqmnul Proteation Agency.

e. M. Allan Tranks, Ohio EPA Public Relations
d. Sheriff Weltom, Sheriff of Butlexr County, on

6. $ignificant digouseion/actiony. A sequence of events is attached
as inclosura 1. A summary of the important sctions is presented delow:

&. MAJ Glover and LT Henry were briefed at 0900 hours, 10 May 76,
by the Ohfo EPA, USEPA, and Butlexr County law enforcement officials on
sctivity at the site. The chemical lagoon had been covered by several
feet of sand apd gravel and domastic refuse. At 1400 hours, MAJ Glover
and LT Henry made an aerial reconnalissance of the site 4n an Ohio State
National Guard helicopter. The reconnaissance showed that much at
the land £411 had deen levelled and a mound of gravel and refuse some
25-35 feat in depth had been placed over the chemical lagoon.

b. After verification of quelifications of the USATEC team, &
search varrsnt vas issued by the Butler County Common Pleas Court.

e. At 1900 hrs, 10 May 76, & meeting was held with USEPA officials,
MAJ Clover, Mr. Skinner and his legel coungel present. Following this
neeting, MAJ Glover mat with Mr. Skinner and his legal counsel to dis-
cuss the contents of the isand f£ill. It was jearned that the chemicals
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SAREA-TE 24 May 1976
SUBJECT: Operational Report ~ Irip #19-76; Response to the West Chester,
Ohio, Chemical Land Fill Incident

weazre mot the toxic chemicals listed ia the prelimisary informatiom dut
ware commarcial chemicals used by the Public Heslth Service and had besz
disposed of several yaars ago. Some explosives hed bBeen disposed of on
the site by detonation or buruing. A variety of industrial cheaical
wvastes had been disposed of on the site. A search warrant vas served
on the morning of 11 May 76 by Butler County officials. The USATEC team
was taken to the area by the ownar's soms. The emtire land £ill axea
was susveyed for any signs of toxic chemicals, military hardware, or
axplosive devices. Nome were fousd. The Ohio EPA, USEPA, and a local
supporting contractor with a bulldozer and backhoa came into the land
£411 ares. M8 Chamical Alarms were set up at the upwind comtrol point.
Equipment operators were provided and fitted with M9 Field Protective
~—— : Masks and instructed in their use and emergemcy procedures. The USATEC
teanm provided comtinuous monitoring of the excsvaticn operation for
mtlitary chemical or axplosiva devices: none wexe detected. The chemical
1agoon was uncovered approximately 30 feet below the surface, EPA offi-
cials obtained samples of industrial chemicals which had been dumped in
the lagoon. The USATEC team continued to monitor the operation until
back~£L1lling was accomplished. .

— -

R

7. GCopelusion. No avidence of disposal of gilitary chemical or axplo-
sive items was detected at the site by this opexation. Discussion with
the owner/operator of the land £1i1ll supports this comelusion.

8. Recoumepdgciocns.

a. The USA Technical Escort Center continue to be tasked dy appro- K
priate headquarters to provide this type of assistance to aintain a (;
goodwill relationship with the c¢ivilian community.

b. The USA Technical Escort Center continue to maintain their C{/
f\

expartise in the srea of rendaring assistance involving commercial
chemical accidents/{ncidents in civilian communities.

Gt v s

3 Incl CARL V. GLOVER
1. Sequance of Events MAJ, CmlC
2. Photographs of the Comanding

Excavation Operation
3, Newspsper Releases
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Sequence of Signif4icant Events:

l‘

L

10.
1.
12.

13.

Wm ek

9 May 76 - 1500 hxs - arrived at Holiday Imn, Ohio Rt 4, near
Bamtlton, Ohio. This is the location that EPA officials and USA
Techaical Bscort Center teams stayed throughout the incident.

9 May 76 ~ 1800 hrs - meeting with Mr, Diffeubach te be briefed on
the background and current gituacion.

10 May 76 - 0900 hzs ~ meaeting with Federal and State EPA officials
on the course of actions.

10 May 76 - 1530 hrs - Search Warrant was obtained by Ohio EPA
lawyers to enter the Skinnar property at 0800 hrs, 1l May 76.

10 May 76 - 1900-2340 hrs - attendad 2 meeting with EPA officials,
representatives from Chem Dyne Corp, lawyers for the Skinner’s
and the Skimmer family.

11 May 76 -~ 0830 hrs - Sheriff Walton served the Search Warrant to
Mr. Skimner at the entrance to his landf4l]1,

11 May 76 ~ 0845=1045 hrs - USA Tech Egcort Center team, using mine
and chemicsl agent detectors, searched the landfill for any potential
hazardous explosive or chemical materials,

11 May 76 - 1115 hrs - EPA started excavetion of the burial pits.

11 Mgy 76 - 1115=184% hzxs ~ liquid sludge and dxums uncovered. EPA
officials cook samples of the sludge and drums.

11l May 76 - 1545=1620 hrs ~ excavatad pits recovered,
11 May 76 ~ 1630 hrs = depart Skinner's landfill.

12 May 76 = 0800-1100 hrs = cleaned and serviced all USA Techaical
Escort Center equipment and protective clothing. -

12 May 76 = 1300 hrs - daparted West Chester, Ohfo.
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mine sops ¢ be laken.in -
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; awe e senreh, “We
Leew where o were dging,”t said
Chariee W Fomeholf, chief of the
cesthwest diniriet Ohio EPA,
Forstholf 22! the arcd in guestion
hat becn cleared and supveved by
e Army experts and that the
alloxed matemal svught is about 23
foo! helew the surface, He said the
midtorial may b¢ in barrels,”

About 73 persons including law
olficers and members of (he news
media gathered 3t the Jandfill scens
today as operations began. The
sprawling lardfill at West ?Zhester is
off Cinginnati-Dayton Road running
back to Barrett Road and is also
bounded by 1.73. News reporters
were not permitted inside the land-
fill and their nearest vantage pont
was the property of a neighbor, An

NBC man from Washington said he -

was banned $:om the dumnp site upon
his arrival early this morning before
the investigating taam resched the
area. ' .

Forsthoff said the EPA ia-
vestigation follows recent com.
laials made by the Butler County
”eall? Depanmentblné? City. :
smillon over passidle disposi
yestionablie materials atn‘the

inner sile. '

The excavation was delayed ut;: ,

_week after Skinner advised
sheriff that potentially erous
substances vere in the landfill. The
sheriff ¢alled off (he probe at that
point, saving the safely of citizens
was the first priority and requesting

“more cxpert information about the
dispossl area,

In an interview Monday afternoon
with Sheriff Wullon, the Journal-
News jvarned that owner Skinngp
has advised authorilies that his

Heavy excavating equipment moves down lane into

. ‘We've asked for a plat indicating
where the material may exist in the
dump, but so far none has deen
made available,"” said Walton. .

The sheriffl and bis top aides met
Monday morning with state and
federal EPA officlals and the
commander of a2 detachment from
the U.S. Army Chemical Center in
Maryland. Both Walten and the
environmeontal specialists requested
the assistance of the Army
lechniciang,

“The Army has advised us that
they cannot state with any degree of
certainty thal dangerous malerials
may not have been buried oa this
site several yearsago,” Walton said,
“And there is some circumstantial
indications that these ailegations

‘ today after area had been
Skianer landflll for the start of digging operations cxperis. Journal-News Ph

ville (now clesed) were y “Ce
dumpe.d‘x: Skianer's landfill several g(»e 1a
years rel g AR
Whes asked whether or nota meve

would be made (o close the landfill, “if
Walton said sucha decision would be  stanc

?ndiuled on the “type of materia]  who
ound in the dump' and the owner's tl:;‘l !
and -

coomuon_ “or lack of.”
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